Functional Anatomy of the Circulation to the Lower Extremities by Margaret C Conrad PhD pp x+190 illustrated £10.55 Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers 1971 London: Lloyd-Luke The title of this book does it less than justice, for there must be many who would think themselves uninterested in a dissertation upon the circulation of the legs, whereas they would surely find the material presented of great value. It is true that the author has confined herself to the circulation in the legs but her anatomical studies of the microcirculation must have wider application. This part of the book is illustrated by colour plates of plastic casts of the vessels, of the highest quality. The physiological discussion which follows is very clear. This book is highly recommended to anybody whose interest embraces blood vessels, their anatomy and function.
D C DEUCHAR
Histopathological Study of the Middle Ear Cleft and its Clinical Application by L H Hiranandani FRCS FCPS DLO and C K Deshpande MD pp xiii+ 171 illustrated £5 London: Butterworths 1971 To us in a society well served by many skilful ear, nose and throat surgeons, and in which chronic otitis media and significant mastoiditis grow steadily less frequent, it is salutary to learn that every third child in an Indian village has a discharging ear that will result in deafness. The majority, it appears, have no chance of expert attention from one of the country's 250 qualified specialists, since this would be likely to involve a journey of 200-300 miles.
Dr Hiranandani is Honorary Professor of Otorhinolaryngology at the Topiwala National Medical College in Bombay, where Dr Deshpande is Professor of Pathology. In this small and expensive book they report on their extensive studies of the pathological changes encountered in the middle ear cleftlargely those of inflammation and its sequelae; these they correlate with the clinical and operative microscopic findings. Some of their views are controversial. The value of certain surgical techniques is also discussed; these include musculoplasty and the grafting of temporalis fascia, skin, vein and cadaver ossicles. About half of the book is given over to 194 illustrations made up of 168 photomicrographs, 15 gross photographs of pathological specimens, 6 radiographs and 5 clinical photographs. Since the illustrations bulk so large, it is a pity that their quality is extremely variable: the better photomicrographs could, with advantage, have been further en-larged; a few are repetitious and no magnifications are given. Chapter 1, an article reprinted from the Journal of Laryngology and Otology, provides a useful insight into the pathology of the auditory ossicles in inflammatory disease. For the purposes of this book 'peripheral vascular disease' is defined as including all conditions affecting blood vessels other than the coronary arteries. Topics such as aneurysms of the aorta, varicose veins, cerebral arterial disease, pulmonary embolism and even lymphaedema are discussed at length. The whole field is dealt with comprehensively so that pathology, investigative and surgical techniques are covered, as well as the clinical features. The book appears to be aimed at medical students, for it includes much elementary material and is very broad in its approach; the attention paid to recent advances or controversial topics is too scant to appeal to specialists in the field. It is doubtful if many medical students in this country, however, would be prepared to tackle nearly 800 pages on this subject. There is much in the book which is good, particularly the profusion of illustrations, most of which are of high standard. Despite its length, however, there are deficiencies, particularly in the small amount of space allocated to physiological considerations, which does not permit the eminent author concerned to do justice to his subject; and the injection treatment of varicose veins is rather curtly dismissed.
The style of production gives the book a rather old-fashioned air and this is not helped by the illustration of an antique piece of X-ray equipment said to be used for controlling the insertion of needles for various local anmsthetic or alcohol injection procedures; it is further reinforced by the inclusion between most chapters of portraits of eminent doctors of the past, with brief biographical details. There is an extraordinary misprint in the list of contents, where Section II is headed 'Degenerative Arthropathies'.
On the whole, after initial promise, this book disappoints and students could not be advised to study it closely.
